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STUDENT REPRESENTATIVE COUNCIL 
 

Unconfirmed inquorate minutes of the meeting of the Student Representative Council 
 

Date: Tuesday, 24 September 2019 
Time: 1.00pm, Australian Eastern Standard Time (AEST) 

Venue: Council Room, Bruce Hiskins Building, CQUniversity Rockhampton North 
Conference ID: Internal: 3038; External: 3038@cqu.edu.au Zoom: 982-479-053 

 
PRESENT: Ms R Wood (Chair) 

Ms E Bryson (South Australia Region) 
Mr M Clarkson (Postgraduate Online) 
Ms E Clarris (Tertiary Education Program)  
 
 

Mr D Hicks (Wide Bay Burnett Region) 
Ms M Negovetic (Western Australia Region) 
Ms S Battula (Victoria Region 
Mr V Pokharel (University Council Member)  
Ms L Williams (Mackay Whitsunday Region) 
 

IN ATTENDANCE: Ms S Ambridge 
Ms S Connor 
Mr F Gallais 
Professor H Huntly OAM   
 

Ms D Kelly 
Ms L Stafford (Secretary) 
 

APOLOGIES: Ms B Cheel (Indigenous)  
Mr M Dela Luna (Cairns & Far North Queensland 
Region) 

Mr G Sheean (Undergraduate Online) 
 

 
1. OPENING OF MEETING 
 
The Chair opened the meeting at 1.07pm, acknowledging the Traditional Owners of the lands, past, present, and 
future on which the Student Representative Council (SRC) meeting took place.  
 
The Chair advised that Mr Dale Neville, Rockhampton and Yeppoon Region Representative and Ms Monica 
Mattingley, Gladstone Region Representative had tendered their resignations, effective immediately. The Chair 
farewelled and thanked outgoing members for their commitment to the SRC and wished them well. 
 
The Chair noted that quorum was not met for this meeting.  
 
2. DECLARATIONS OF CONFLICT OF INTEREST 
 
The Chair asked for declarations of conflict of interest. No declarations were received.  
 
3. STARRING OF ADDITIONAL ITEMS AND ADOPTION OF UNSTARRED ITEMS 
 
The Chair invited members to ‘star’ any additional items of business they wished to discuss. ‘Unstarred’ items 
would then be accepted en bloc. 
  
Resolution:  
The Student Representative Council resolved as recommended with respect to all unstarred items. 
 
4. CONFIRMATION OF MINUTES AND ANY BUSINESS ARISING 

MINUTES 
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The Student Representative Council considered the minutes of the meeting held on Tuesday, 27 August 2019.  
 
Resolution: 
The Student Representative Council confirmed the minutes of the meeting held on Tuesday, 27 August 2019 as a 
true and accurate record of that meeting. 
 
5. REVIEW OF ACTION SHEET 
 
Item 1: Suspension of Moodle Access 
Ongoing - Mr Grant Sheean, Undergraduate Online Representative, will provide an update at the November 
meeting.  
 
Item 2: Chronic and Ongoing Medical Conditions 
Ongoing - Ms Brittany Cheel, Indigenous Representative, will provide an update at the November meeting.  
 
Item 3: Student Representative Council Handbook 
The Chair declared this item closed. 
 
Item 4: Student Services and Amenities Fee (SSAF) (South Australia Region) 
In progress - Ms Emily Bryson, South Australia Region Representative will discuss submission of a late SSAF bid 
with Mr Drew Dawson, Associate Vice-Chancellor, South Australia Region.  
 
Item 5: CQ TAFE – Student Association Funds 
To be discussed in Agenda item 7.  
 

Part A: Reports and recommendations to  
the University Council and/or University Management 

 
Nil. 
 

Part B: Matters finalised or remaining for discussion 
 
6. FOCUS ITEM – CQUGLOBAL OPPORTUNITIES    
 
Ms Samantha Ambridge, CQUGlobal & Projects Executive, presented this item.  
 
Her discussion highlighted international study opportunities available for CQU students and the positive 
outcomes of taking up these opportunities, including enhanced employment prospects and rewarding life 
experiences.  
 
 
Members discussed the specifics of current programs, their availability to both VET and HE students, age 
constraints for particular programs, and the value of seeking assistance from course coordinators about suitable 
courses for students considering CQUGlobal programs.  
 
The Chair thanked Ms Ambridge for her presentation which had equipped members to promote the program to 
their student cohorts.  
 
Resolution: 
The Student Representative Council discussed the CQUGlobal program and the opportunities available for 
students. 
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7. POTENTIAL DONATION TO CQUNICARES FROM FORMER CQTAFE STUDENT 

ASSOCIATION FUNDS 
 
Mr Francois Gallais, Deputy Director Philanthropy, Development and Alumni Relations Directorate, spoke to this 
item.  
 
Mr Gallais presented the following plan to utilise $14,000 of allocated CQTAFE funding for scholarships:  
 

• Two CQUniCares Scholarships of $5000 each to be awarded to financially disadvantaged VET students. 
Scholarships will be promoted between October/November 2019 and early 2020 and will be awarded in 
February/March 2020. The two beneficiaries will be encouraged to attend an SRC meeting to meet 
members (pending SRC approval)  
Up to eight CQUniCares Emergency Grants of $500-$1000 each to be awarded to VET students facing 
unexpected financial crises due to loss of employment, health issues, car accident, natural disasters etc.  
 

Members discussed whether scholarships established through CQUniCares would be ongoing and receive 
continuing funding, eligibility of current VET students for grants, and ensuring grants are restricted to VET 
students. 

Professor Helen Huntly, Provost, Tertiary Education Division, noted that past VET and TAFE students were 
unaware of scholarship opportunities offered and applications will increase if scholarships are correctly 
advertised. Professor Huntly asked if students studying particular courses might be targeted and suggested it 
might be more effective to offer smaller scholarships rather than two larger scholarships to allow more students 
to receive a scholarship. Mr Gallais affirmed the suggestion and referred the idea to the SRC to make a decision.   

The Chair noted a decision will be made by the next meeting to allow time to promote the scholarships correctly 
and effectively.  

Resolution:  
The Student Representative Council discussed the CQ TAFE Student Association funds and agreed to continue the 
conversation outside the meeting and to make a decision before the next meeting. 
 
8. 2020 SRC MEETING DATES AND LOCATIONS 
 
Ms Sharon Connor, Coordinator, Student Representative Council, spoke to this item.  
 
Proposed 2020 meeting dates were selected in consultation with the 2020 committee dates set by the 
CQUniversity Governance Division, in an attempt to avoid conflicts with notable dates and to maximise executive 
management attendance. For consistency, meetings will continue to be scheduled for Tuesdays from 1pm. The 
first meeting of the year will be moved to second week as it was adjourned in 2019 due to not meeting quorum. 
Meetings will be held via videoconference, other than two face-to-face meetings. In order to utilise the budget 
effectively, the proposed face to face meetings are:  
 

• Brisbane for the April meeting 
• Rockhampton to coincide with the annual CQUniversity Ball in November  

 
Members discussed the possibility of holding the April meeting on a different campus to provide members with 
the opportunity to experience campuses across CQUniversity’s footprint. Members suggested the Melbourne 
campus as a possible meeting location as originally scheduled for 2020. Professor Huntly reminded students to be 
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mindful of the timing and space available on campuses and suggested that timing of meetings be discussed with 
the Associate Vice-Chancellor of the proposed campus prior to locking in a meeting schedule. 
 
The Chair recommended that the discussion be taken offline and a decision be made in Teams as soon as 
possible.  
 
Resolution:  
The Student Representative Council noted the proposed 2020 meeting dates and discussed the locations. Members 
will further discuss the meeting dates and locations to be voted on in a flying minute. 

 
 
9. THE 2019 SRC CHRISTMAS APPEAL 
 
Ms Sharon Connor, Coordinator, Student Representative Council, spoke to this item.  
 
In 2017 the SRC successfully took over CQUniversity’s Salvation Army Christmas appeal. These appeals have seen 
over 100 boxes collected, filled with gifts of food and toys. In response to complaints about the Salvation Army as 
the appeal beneficiary, the SRC will revisit the choice of campaign in the coming year, with Ms Connor suggesting 
the Smith Family Trust’s focus on disadvantaged children makes them a possibility . Ms Connor noted the many 
benefits of the Christmas appeal, including raising the profile of the SRC, and enhancing team building by working 
together to contribute to local communities on a national scale.  
 
The Chair invited members to discuss whether to continue with a Christmas appeal and whether to consider 
another charitable organisation or to continue with the Salvation Army Christmas Appeal.  
 
Members discussed alternative charities such a Share the Dignity, Food bank and The Smith Family Trust. 
Members agreed that they should continue with an appeal regardless of which charity it should go to.  
 
Professor Huntly commended the SRC on this initiative and noted the positive impact of the Appeal in raising the 
SRC profile and providing opportunities for thoughtful gift giving.  
 
The Chair recommended that the discussion be continued in Teams, with a decision be made as soon as possible. 
 
Resolution:  
The Student Representative Council members discussed the Christmas Appeal and will continue the discussion in 
Teams with members who were unable to attend the meeting. 
 
10. STUDENT REPRESENTATIVE COUNCIL ACTIVITY REPORT TERM 1, 2019 COUNCIL 
 
This report provided detailed information on the activities of the Student Representative Council during Term 1, 
2019. Highlights of the report included:  
• newly elected Chair and Deputy Chair, Student Representative Council and members  
• Unisport Nationals Division 2  
• Student Advocacy report  
• Peer Assisted Study Sessions, and  
• OMG Week 

 
Resolution:  
The Student Representative Council noted the Student Representative Council Activity Report for Term 1 2019.  
 
11. OTHER BUSINESS  
 



Student Representative Council – 24 September 2019 
 

Page 5 of 5 

11.1 Agenda Items 
 
The Chair encouraged council members to have open conversations if they have any concerns with agenda items 
before and after meetings. The CQ TAFE funds item has seen a few members head off on their own to seek 
alternative options and funding. The Chair noted that the SRC works better as a team and have the support staff 
that students can utilise to ensure a more effective and productive outcome. The SRC initiatives make a bigger 
impact when the SRC works as a council.  The Chair reminded members to discuss any communications they felt 
warranted being sent to Executive staff to either herself or Ms Connor prior to sending emails with their SRC 
signature block. 
 
11.2  Microsoft Teams 
 
Ms Bryson suggested members experiencing difficulty with Microsoft Teams should contact support staff as they 
will be able to solve any issues that have formed.  
 
13. NEXT MEETING  
 
The next meeting of the Student Representative Council will be held on Friday, 29 November 2019 on the 
Rockhampton North Campus.  
 
Agenda items for this meeting are to be submitted no later than 9.00 am on Friday, 22 November 2019. 
 
14. CLOSURE  
 
The Chair declared the meeting closed at 2.03pm.  
 
MS RHIANNA WOOD 
CHAIR 


